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By Bil McAllister 


Washingtca Pout Staff Writer. 


If vou want to-see the 
Central Intelligence Agen- 
cy’s headquarters, go to 
Pizza Supreme on Old 
Chain Bridge Road in Me- 
Lean. Sketched on one wall 
there is a cartoonist’s view 
of the agency’s massive 
headquarters that are hid- 


den two miles away in the 


Virginia woodside. 

There are some obvious 
flaws in the drawing: the 
cartoon building is too tall 
and is topped by the letters 
“CTA.” But none of the res- 
taurant’s customers—many 
of them CIA employees— 


has ever complained to 
pizza shop owner Mike 
Mansy.. 


The drawing and the cus- 
tomers’ silence are among 
the few reminders in Fair- 
fax County of something the 
CIA would just as soon have 
everyone forget: both its 
headquarters and a good 
number of the CIA’s esti- 
mated work force of 15,000 
are nestled away among all 
the other backyard-barbe- 
eueing and lawn-tending su- 
burbanites. : 

Aside from a half dozen 
highway signs directing traf. 
fic to the CIA complex and 
-a noontime crowd that sud- 


denly appears at a small del- | 


icatessen called the McLean 
Restaurant, there are few 
other outward (or “overt,” 


’. aS the CIA operatives would 


* Say) signs that the nation’s 
spy center is located in the 
Langley countryside. 

“There is nothing... The 
agency could be in Tirnbuc. 
too,” said William Ladson, 
-principal at McLean High 
School. 

Fourteen years after the 
CIA deserted most of its 
downtown Washington of- 
fices for the suburbs, the 
agency has become an ac- 
‘cepted, if not unquestioned, 
fact of life in Fairfax 
MeLean countryside. 

County officials seem only 
too happy to have what 
Douglas Harman, 
county executive, Sees as 
“an exceilent employment 
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center” and “x very aaieE 
neighbor.” They readily dis- 
miSs any negative impact, 
such as having a large nume 
ber of county residents who 
are disinterested in local af. 


fairs; as many CIA. employ. - 


ees seem to be. 

“TE you wanted to... you 
could spend your whole life 
there—from womb to tomb,” 
claimed former CIA em. 
ployee Victor Marchetti. 


Indeed, the agency pro- 
vides its employees with a 
myriad of services right in- 
side its compound. There’s 3 
knitting and crochet club, 
(Tt doesn’t do much for our 
007 image,” admits one 
official), a skeet shooting 
elub éalled: “The Sitting 
Ducks,” 
leagues that include teams 


named ‘The Gbdod Guys,” 
_“Balibusters,” and “Wild 
Things.” - 


“We're probably the only 
spy organization in the 
world that has a chorus that 
sings Christmas carols to its 


workers,” said another CIA 
officer. What’s more the 
agency also has a praver: 


and Bible study crous. 


Such programs are part of 
‘the azency’s  traditionat. 
avowec faternalism, but 
some former CIA eraployees 
said) the prégrams also 
breed an insularity that 
they now find disturding, 

CIA employees are “never 
tuned into the local scene,” 
grumbles former CIA em- 
ployee Robert L. Weik, who 
this month finished last 
among six Republicans seek- 
ing nominations for five 
seats in the Virginia House 
of Delegates from the north- 
ern Fairfax District. ° 

Welk, who had said he 
thought his CfA ties would 
in the primary, 
thinks otherwise now. His 
CIA colleagues, who he ex- 
pected might support him, 
“are completely oriented to 
Uganda, not Reston.” he 
grouses. 
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Just how r 
this county ¢ 
537,500 have ues vw te cin 
isn’t known, The agency 
doesn’t release any employ- 
ment figures and county of- 
ficials can’t recall if they 
ever asked. : 

A Falls Church isvver, ar- 
guing for a zoning chanve in 
MeLean, Gic ask abouc iu 
years aco and “went 
through all kinds of shenan- 
igans” before calling the 
Russian embassy. “I made 
outas a cab driver and gat 
some figure.” recalls Lytton 
H. Gidson, the Jawver. 

Gibson was claiming that 
the area around the CIA 
was well developed and that 
a highvise apartment com- 
plex would be in order. Al. 
though he can’t recall the 
figure given him by the Rus. 
sians, county “officials 
granted his client the zoning 
change. (News reports at the 
time said the Russian told 
him the current figure of 
3,509 would eventually ex 
pand to 11,000.) 

Today the CIA is, by alt 
estimates. one of the biggest 
industries in Fairfax and 
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“Really, we have very little 
to do with them.” says 


county executive Robert \W. 
Wilson. 
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Bowing out of the contro- 
versy was Courctiman Lee 
H. Wigren, a ClA empinyee, 
He said he knew nothing 
about “the allexed ineicent” 
and his duties at the szenev 
weren't lir'xed to it. 

The Rockefeller Commis- 
sion, which investigated the 
CIA under a presidential cti- 
rective, renoried that the 
break-in was the only exam. 
ple it discovered’ wh 
Police actively nart 
in a CIA averation. 

Fairfax City Police Chief 
Leonard P. Kline, who 
wasn’tin charge of the city 
Dolice force at the time of 
the CUA break-in. cisavows 
any ties hetween hs depart. 
ment and the ageney. “We 
never had any reationship 
with the CIA and we don't 
now,” he says. : 

Fairfax County police is. 
sue a sirnilar disclaimer, but 
Lt. Col. Kenneth R. Wilson, 
deputy chief of the force ac. 
Knowledges the counts has 
“an unwritten police’ of ro. 
tifving covernmeat agencies 


vhen one of theit emptor. 
ees ods arrestes} it ihe 
county. “it would be the 


Same for the Bureau of the 
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